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DETAILED ACTION 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 



1. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs 
of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under 
this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or 
a foreign country or in public use or on sale in this country, more than one 
year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

2. Claims 7-8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Scott et al . 

Re claim 7, Scott et al discloses (column 11, line 66 - 
column 12, line 35; column 22, line 42 - column 23 , line 39) a 
printing arrangement for reading an image, compressing the image 
data, reading out and decompressing the image data, and 
enlarging or reducing the image data. Control registers (column 
22, lines 48-52) provide a plurality of print settings for 
enlargement /reduction and compression/decompression. 

Re claim 8, the printing of multiple pages of image data 
would lay out the total image data "across pages". 



3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which 
forms the basis for all obviousness rejections set forth in this 
Office action: 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
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(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically 
disclosed or described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the 
differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior 
art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at 
the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the 
art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be 



negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 
4. Claim 9 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Scott et al in view of Saito (JP 04220366 A) . 

Re claim 9, Scott et al does not disclose the canceling of 
the printing of a blank page. Saito discloses (Abstract) a 
printing arrangement in which the printing of a page determined 
to be blank is cancelled. Saito, like Scott et al, is directed 
to the art of printing image. The use of the Saito arrangement 
to avoid the printing of blank pages, thereby preventing 
unnecessary feeding and use of paper, in the Scott et al printer 
would be an expedient obvious to one of ordinary skill in the 
art . 



5. Claims 1-6 & 10-11 are allowed. 

6. The following is a statement of reasons for the indication 
of allowable subject matter: 

Re claims 1 & 10 (and dependent claims 2-6 & 11) , the art 
of record does not teach or suggest the recited control of 
compression and decompression timings in response to the content 



Allowable Subject Matter 



of an image processing. 
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Conclusion 



7. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is 
considered pertinent to applicant's disclosure. 

Roberts et al, Kinjo et al, and Kessels et al disclose 
further examples of printers using image 
compression/decompression and scaling. 

8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier 
communications from the examiner should be directed to Stephen 
M. Brinich at 703-305-4390. The examiner can normally be 
reached on weekdays 7:00-4:30, alternate Fridays off. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status 
of this application or proceeding should be directed to the Tech 
Center 2600 Customer Service center at 703-306-0377. 

If attempts to contact the examiner and the Customer 
Service Center are unsuccessful, supervisor David Moore can be 
contacted at 703-308-7452. 

Faxes pertaining to this application should be directed to 
the Tech Center 2600 official fax number, which is 703-872-9306. 



Stepnen M Brinic 
Examiner 
Art Unit 2 624 
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